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Project	Coordinator:	 	 Stefan	Bourrier		
Email:	 	 	 	 scbourrier@psych.ubc.ca	
Office	location:	 	 Kenny	3508	
Office	hours:	 	 	 Appointment	only	
Labs:	 	 	 	 Wednesdays	2-3:50pm	
Lab	location:	 	 	 Term	1	Buchanan	D217	/	Term	2	Buchanan	D317	
	
	
Lab	objectives:	
The	lab	component	of	this	course	is	designed	to	facilitate	the	development	of	your	skills	as	a	
researcher.		This	lab	section	operates	in	tandem	with	the	hands-on	experience	you	will	acquire	
working	in	an	actual	research	laboratory.		You	will	have	the	chance	to	immediately	utilize	the	skills	
and	knowledge	learned	here	to	conduct	your	own	independent	research	project.		This	course	is	
special	in	that	you	largely	have	control	over	what	you	learn	and	take	away.		In	addition	to	actively	
participating	in	the	lab	section,	you	are	responsible	for	collaborating	effectively	with	others	in	your	
chosen	research	lab,	and	for	making	a	positive	contribution	to	the	research	being	conducted.			
	
Attendance	and	participation:	
You	should	regularly	attend	and	actively	participate	in	lab.		I	will	pass	around	an	attendance	sheet	at	
the	beginning	of	each	lab	section.		You	can	actively	participate	by	asking	and	answering	questions,	as	
well	as	by	being	attentive.		Through	doing	so,	you	are	better	able	to	learn	the	material,	you	help	
others	learn	the	material,	and	you	help	me	improve	as	an	instructor.			
	
Questions	and	correspondence:		
Please	ask	questions	about	the	material	we	are	discussing	as	they	arise.	Other	students	likely	have	the	
same	question	that	you	do	and	will	be	happy	to	have	their	question	answered.		If	you	have	questions	
that	pertain	specifically	to	your	own	research	project,	please	ask	these	questions	after	lab.		I	am	
happy	to	stay	to	answer	your	questions	and	it	is	usually	easier	for	us	to	communicate	in	person	than	
over	email.		Please	allow	me	at	least	2	days	to	respond	to	email	and	remember	that	like	most	of	you	
my	schedule	is	very	full.		If	you	email	the	day	before	something	is	due,	I	may	not	be	able	to	get	back	to	
you	in	time.	
	
Lab	guidelines:	
Respect:	Both	for	the	instructor,	and	other	students.	We	do	this	by	being	on	time,	actively	listening	
when	others	are	speaking,	not	interrupting,	and	not	distracting	others.	It	is	sometimes	the	case	that	
people	disagree	about	certain	issues	and	it	is	important	to	maintain	a	civil	tone	and	understanding.	
	
Your	responsibilities:	You	are	expected	to	follow	the	outline,	show	up	for	class,	and	deliver	
assignments	by	the	appropriate	dates.	You	are	also	expected	to	have	completed	any	related	readings	
or	assignments	before	class.	
	
My	responsibilities:	I	will	do	my	best	to	answer	all	questions	in	a	timely	manner	and	treat	all	students	
equally	and	with	respect.		
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Ethics:	You	are	now	a	researcher,	congratulations!	As	part	of	your	new	role	you	must	realize	how	your	
actions	impact	others.	We	will	discuss	these	implications	in	class	but	it	is	important	to	take	this	aspect	
of	research	very	seriously.	The	impact	of	scientific	research	can	have	far	reaching	consequences	for	
society	and	researchers	are	responsible	for	considering	all	possible	outcomes.	
	
Research	project:	
All	students	have	the	opportunity	to	complete	an	independent	research	project	as	part	of	the	course	
requirements.		This	project	is	done	under	the	supervision	of	a	faculty	member	(or	more	directly	under	
the	supervision	of	a	graduate	student	or	post-doc).		Faculty	supervisors	include,	but	are	not	limited	to	
those	conducting	research	in	psychology,	neuroscience,	psychiatry,	medicine,	and	business.		Please	
contact	me	if	you	are	uncertain	about	whether	a	particular	supervisor	is	appropriate	for	the	scope	of	
this	class.		I	will	post	a	list	of	faculty	members	willing	to	supervise	PSYC366	students	in	early	
September.		This	is	not	an	exhaustive	list,	so	please	approach	other	faculty	members	with	whom	you	
have	an	interest	in	working.		The	project	you	are	working	on	must	have	received	ethical	clearance	
from	the	relevant	UBC	committee.		You	must	confirm	a	faculty	supervisor	by	September	28.		Please	
discuss	the	deadlines	of	this	course	with	potential	supervisors	to	ensure	that	the	project	you	are	
working	on	is	of	an	appropriate	timeframe.		You	should	complete	data	collection	by	the	end	of	
January.		You	will	make	a	presentation	on	the	research	in	March,	and	you	will	submit	a	final	paper	on	
April	6.		Please	see	the	lab	schedule	(last	page)	for	a	complete	list	of	the	deadlines	you	should	discuss	
with	your	faculty	supervisor.	
	
You	have	the	very	unique	opportunity	to	gain	hands-on	experience	conducting	research	in	a	scientific	
laboratory	as	a	part	of	this	course.		This	is	likely	your	first	opportunity	at	university	to	create	
knowledge,	instead	of	simply	learning	it	–	so	be	excited!		In	some	cases,	these	positions	may	lead	to	a	
larger	directed	studies	project,	an	honours	thesis,	or	possibly	even	graduate	studies.		Regardless,	you	
should	make	the	most	of	this	opportunity	to	learn	as	many	new	things	as	possible.		Please	remember	
that	you	are	a	guest	in	your	supervisor’s	lab-space	and	that	it	is	a	professional	working	environment—
so	act	professionally!	Your	opportunity	to	acquire	hands-on	research	is	a	privilege,	so	please	treat	it	as	
such.	
	
By	the	end	of	the	lab	section,	you	will	know	how	to:	

• Articulate	your	own	novel	scientific	questions	
• Perform	a	literature	search	
• Design	an	experiment	
• Collect	and	analyze	your	own	data	
• Write	a	scientific	research	paper		
• Use	APA	formatting	in	your	scientific	writing	
• Present	your	research	to	other	researchers	
• Talk	about	your	research	to	a	general	audience	
• Effectively	present	your	data	to	a	group	of	other	researchers	
• Think	critically	about	and	evaluate	research		
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JASP	Assignments	
Three	(3)	assignments	will	demonstrate	your	ability	to	use	JASP	to	accomplish	basic	statistical	
functions	and	generate	appropriate	graphs.	During	the	lab,	the	TA	will	give	a	brief	lecture	showing	
how	to	perform	a	number	of	introductory	functions	with	JASP.	Short	lab	assignments	will	be	given	
that	you	will	have	time	to	work	on	in	the	lab	and	ask	questions,	as	well	as	during	class	time.		
	
Assignments	are	due	the	following	week	at	the	beginning	of	the	lab.	
	
Grading:	
The	following	grading	rubric	is	based	on	percentages	of	your	final	course	grade:	
Research	Project	(breakdown	below)		 25%	total	

Project	scope	 	 	 	 3%		
	 Introduction	draft		 	 	 3%	 	
	 Method	draft	 	 	 	 3%	
	 Results	draft	 	 	 	 3%		
	 Discussion	draft	 	 	 3%		

Final	paper	 	 	 	 7%		
Supervisor’s	grade	 	 	 3%	

Presentations	 	 	 	 	 5%	total	
3-min	presentation	(lab	October)	 	 1%		
7-min	presentation	(lecture	March)	 	 4%		
	
Your	grade	for	the	research	project	will	be	based	primarily	on	(1)	the	clarity	of	your	explanation,	(2)	
the	competence	of	your	analytical	reasoning,	and	(3)	the	depth	of	your	understanding	of	the	research.		
It	is	essential	that	you	devote	considerable	time	and	care	to	each	written	assignment.		
	
The	Project	Coordinator	grades	all	assignments.		Both	the	Project	Coordinator	and	the	Instructor	
grade	the	3-min	presentation,	the	final	presentation,	and	the	final	paper.		More	detailed	grading	
rubrics	will	be	provided	for	each	assignment	closer	to	the	due	date.	
	
Late	submissions:	
Late	submissions	are	accepted	on	all	assignments	except	the	final	paper	at	a	penalty	of	5%	per	day	
(including	weekends).		Please	have	late	submissions	stamped	with	the	date	and	time	of	submission	in	
the	Psychology	Department	main	office	in	Kenny	room	2509	before	placing	them	in	my	mailbox	
(‘Bourrier’)	in	the	mailroom	(2nd	floor,	across	from	the	main	office).	
	
Submitting	assignments:	
Please	turn	in	a	paper	copy	of	each	assignment	at	the	beginning	of	lab	on	the	date	that	it	is	due.		If	
you	cannot	attend	lab,	please	place	a	paper	copy	of	the	assignment	that	is	due	in	my	mailbox	
(‘Bourrier’)	in	the	Kenny	building	mailroom	(2nd	floor,	across	from	the	main	office)	by	2pm.	
	
You	must	also	submit	an	electronic	copy	of	the	final	paper	to	my	email	address.		This	copy	may	be	
subjected	to	the	program	Turn-It-In	to	check	for	academic	integrity	and	plagiarism.		
(See	http://www.vpacademic.ubc.ca/integrity/turnitin/)	
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Week	 													Topic	 	 		 	 															 Deadline	
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Sep	07	 No	meeting	
Sep	14	 Introduction	to	projects,	Lab	policies	and	guidelines		
Sep	21	 Project	scope	
Sep	28	 How	to	present	research	in	a	3-min	talk	 	 Research	supervision	form	due	

	Schedule	3-min	presentation	times	 	 	 	
Oct	12	 3-min	presentations	in	Lab	Period	 	 	 (the	1	powerpoint	slide	rule)	
Oct	19	 	3-min	presentations	in	Lab	Period	(if	needed)	 (the	1	powerpoint	slide	rule)	
	
Nov	11-Dec	02			No	Wed	meetings	[get	your	research	project	underway]	
	
Jan	04	 Introduction	to	the	research	paper,	APA	format	and	plagiarism	
Jan	11	 Guide	to	writing	the	Introduction	 	 		
Jan	18		 Guide	to	writing	the	Method		
Jan	25	 Guide	to	writing	the	Results	 	 	 	 Introduction	draft	due		
Feb	01	 Guide	to	figures	and	captions		 	 	 Method	draft	due	
	 Writing	a	title	and	abstract	
Feb	08	 Guide	to	writing	Discussion		 	 	 	 Results	draft	due	 	
Feb	15	 STUDY	BREAK	--	No	meeting	
Feb	22	 Graduate	student	discussion	panel	 	 	 Post	2	panel	questions	by	Feb	23

		 	 	 	 	 	 	 Discussion	draft	due	
Mar	01	 How	to	present	research	in	a	7-min	talk	 	 	 	
	 Making	revisions	and	putting	it	all	together		
	
Mar	08-31	 Final	presentations	(7-min	talk,	5-min	Q&A)	during	lecture	slot	
	 	
Apr	06		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Final	Paper	due	by	4pm	
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	


